Recent sampling carried out in the Aegean with the use of a mid-water trawl, yielded 12 species of pelagic shrimps, 6 of which (Acanthephyra eximia, A. pelagica, Pasiphaea multidentata,Sergestes arcticus, S. atlanticus, and S. sargassi) are reported for the rst time from the Aegean. For all the above species as well as for 6 other so far known from the Mediterranean, information is given on their distribution in certain geographical areas of the Mediterranean and the adjacent oceans.
INTRODUCTION
A review of the relevant literature shows that the Mediterranean pelagic shrimps are poorly known, especially the genera Sergestes and Sergia. Most records of these species from the various Mediterranean areas are based on a small number of adult individuals or larval stages, the identi cation of which was problematic because of the confused descriptions of these species. As a result, these records are in part doubtful. Most problems were elucidated after the review by Crosnier & Forest (1973) and later after those by Vereshchaka (1994) and Pérez Farfante & Kensley (1997) . However, the absence of Mediterranean material in these papers leaves certain records from the Mediterranean still uncertain. Koukouras et al. (1992) , listing the decapod fauna of the Aegean Sea, pointed out the lack of information concerning the pelagic shrimps. The limited information existing on the pelagic shrimps of the Aegean (including the Sea of Marmara) c ® Koninklijke Brill NV, Leiden, 2000 Crustaceana 73 (7): 801-814 is included in older papers, i.e., those of Guérin (1832), König (1895), Ostroumoff (1896), Adensamer (1898), and Stephensen (1923) , and in the more recent ones by Drensky (1951) , Bacescu & Mayer (1961 ), Vamvakas (1970 , Koukouras & Kattoulas (1974) , Kaspiris (1990), and Koukouras et al. (1992) , which report the presence of a total of 7 species from this area. The record of Acanthephyra purpurea A. Milne-Edwards, 1881 (possibly A. pelagica (Risso, 1816)) by Katagan et al. (1988) from the SW coast of Turkey should be considered an erroneous identi cation.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
In the framework of a broader study of the pelagic fauna in the northern Aegean Sea, one shing cruise was performed in summer 1993, from 17 to 28 July. A grid of 9 stations ( g. 1) was designed, all over the study area. At each station, samples were taken at depths of 250, 500, 750, and 1000 m, during daytime. A METHOD mid-water trawl with a mouth aperture of 2.2 m, tted with a net of 3.0 mm mesh at the cod end, was used for sampling. Next to the decapod samples from the above tows, some additional specimens of pelagic shrimps, which were collected from six other areas of the Aegean Sea (off the SW coast of Chios Island, station 10; off the SE coast of Athos Peninsula, sta. 11; north Evoikos Gulf, sta. 12; off the north coast of Crete, sta. 13; off Crete, 35°54 ¢ 96 ¢¢ N 25°10 ¢ 04 ¢¢ E, sta. 14; and off the SW coast of Simi Island, sta. 15) were also examined.
RESULTS
Examination of the material collected gave new information concerning various pelagic shrimps of the Aegean Sea. The abbreviation Cl = carapace length: measured from the posterior margin of the orbit to the terminal border of the carapace. Smith, 1884 
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Acanthephyra eximia
